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About Our School
School Context
Box Hill Senior Secondary College is a truly dynamic, vibrant co-educational institution situated in Mont Albert North, which is in the
heart of Melbourne’s eastern suburbs. The senior campus consists of students in years 10-12. The College has gained formal status
as a Specialist School in the field of Sporting Development which makes it one of only two Specialist Sports schools in the Victorian
education system. BHSSC has no feeder schools and is not in any sense a local school. Instead it draws students from across
metropolitan Melbourne with one third of students residing more than 20kms from the College and travelling up to three or four hours
per day to and from school.
The majority of students are at the College for a maximum of two years (years 11 and 12), although a number of students enter
the College at year 10. Our Advocacy program is critical in supporting the transition of new students and the development of coherent
and sustainable pathways. The College has a strong Trade/Technology program (covering areas such asbuilding, electrical,
horticulture and plumbing).
Although traditionally a senior college, we also run a specialist tennis and basketball development facility (MYSC) for students in years
6-9. At the completion of their year 9 studies, students in the program are encouraged to continue on with their tennis or basketball
development by enrolling in the senior college and joining the senior Sports Development program.
In 2016 a total of 560 students attended the college (211 females and 349 males). The College had the equivalent of 64.94 fulltime
staff (3 Principal Class, 46.1 teachers and 14.84 Education Support Staff). Our overall socio-economic profile was HIGH. There were
2% of EAL students and 1% ATSL students.

Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO)
In 2016 Box Hill Senior selected the FISO group “Building pedagogical practice through peer observation” as this aligned with our
implementation of a whole school classroom observation model. Eleven other schools joined this group where we initially shared a
brief synopsis of what each school was currently trialing regarding peer observation. Discussions at subsequent regional meetings led
to division of the group, resulting in the formation of a smaller group consisting of Balwyn High, Swinburne Senior Secondary College,
Vermont Secondary and Box Hill Senior.
The group decided that a teacher exchange would be one way of sharing pedagogical practice through peer observation. Box Hill
Senior made arrangements for an experienced Chemistry teacher to visit Vermont for one day in Term 4 where she participated in a
two-way exchange of resources and practice. The exchange provided an opportunity for resources and practice to be shared in an
area of the Curriculum where there are only single classes and therefore little scope for collegial exchange or moderation wi thin the
college. Vermont Secondary plan a reciprocal visit of staff to Box Hill Senior during semester 1 of 2017.
Preliminary discussions of the FISO group in 2017 have focused on the possibility of extending exchange visits between the two
School Improvement Teams to establish sharing of strategies for developing pedagogical practice at the leadership level.

Achievement
The students at our College are achieving similar outcomes to the majority of Victorian government schools in NAPLAN and
AusVELS but slightly lower in VCE outcomes.
Our VCE completion rate of 98% is down from 99% in 2015, but continues a strong three-year period. Our VCAL completion rate of
87% is down on our 2015 figure of 100%. Our VET completion rate of 87% represents a marginal decrease from last years’ 89%.
34% of student VCE programs were composed of VET subjects, compared to 14.1% in 2015. The State average is 5.1%.
The VCE Study score mean decreased from 28.73 in 2015 to 25.22 in 2016, which is significant and will be a focus area for
improvement during 2017.
The year 5 NAPLAN results have insufficient data to achieve a school comparison. It should be noted that none of our Year 5 students
were at the College in year 3. At Year 7, 40% of students in Writing, 26% in Numeracy, 20% in Grammar and Punctuation and 13% in
Reading performed above the State average. The percentage of students in the top 3 bands of testing in NAPLAN at year 7 was
significantly above the median of all Victorian government secondary schools in Reading and Numeracy. In terms of Relative Growth
data only one year 7 student started at the College in grade 5 (achieving Medium growth).
At Year 9, 15% of students in Grammar and Punctuation, 12% in Writing, 8% in Reading, 7% in Spelling and 6% in Numeracy
performed above the State average. It is worth noting that of the 24 students at year 9 in 2016, 16 of them were in the basketball
program and thus were new to the College, being here for only one term before sitting their NAPLAN tests. Despite this, the
percentage of students in the top 3 bands of testing in NAPLAN at year 9 was above the median of all Victorian government
secondary schools in Reading and Numeracy. Only 3 students in year 9 were with the College in year 7. Of these students two
showed Medium growth and one showed High growth.
Teacher assessments for AusVELS in English and Mathematics are similar to comparison schools, although for 2016 both were well
above the median for all government schools.
Achievement levels were supported and enhanced by Specific Improvement Targets that are rigorous and measurable and are
designed to ‘value add’ to student achievement levels. At MYSC, based on NAPLAN results, Individual Learning Plans will continue to
be developed for students who are not demonstrating significant relative growth.
The consolidation of the College BHSSC four pillars, Instructional Teaching and Learning model continued throughout the year. During
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2016 the focus was on underpinning the teaching and learning model through the lens of Classroom Observation. In 2017 our focus
will again be on building practice excellence for teachers and creating a positive climate for learning. Our Instructional model is
underpinned by the CIA (Clarify, Incubate and Amplify) method of data analysis.

Curriculum Framework implemented in 2016
(please mark the relevant box with an X by double clicking in the box)
X

Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework

X

AusVELS

xX

Victorian Curriculum

A Combination of these

Engagement
The attendance rate of our students is similar to the majority of Victorian government schools based on 2016 and for the period 201316. In 2016 attendance levels were above 90% for all year levels except for year 9 (89%). In 2017 we won’t run a grade 5 class at
MYSC.
The continued emphasis on high levels of attendance aligned with developing a culture of high expectations was again a focus of the
College. Students are encouraged to be “At School Every Day’ to maximise their opportunities to succeed at VCE and to build their
connectedness to the College. Parents are alerted, via SMS through the COMPASS portal when a student is marked absent and a
reason has not been pre-recorded on the system. Staff monitor and identify students at risk during Advocacy time scheduled for one
hour each Thursday.
Two staff are allocated to the combined year 10 / year 11 groups for an Advocacy session. Teachers work with students in their care to
monitor the data and liaise with other teachers and parents. Students significantly at risk are identified and referred to the Student
Management Team. Of the students identified as significantly at risk in 2016 over 60 % were re-engaged in school via a modified
support program and the remaining students secured an alternative pathway that was sustainable and met DET requirements. Our reengagement strategies typify the success we have in getting students to complete their secondary education.
We continue to offer a broad range of curriculum offerings in the post-compulsory years of schooling, including senior VCAL and VET.
These options, together with a wide range of traditional VCE subjects ensure a myriad of career pathways are available for
students post completion of VCE or an equivalent certificate.
As is reported every year the percentage of students who remain at our College through to year 10 is lower than other Victorian
government schools because MYSC (years 6-9) is essentially a different campus to the senior school (years 10-12) and there is never
any guarantee that students will automatically proceed from MYSC into the senior school.

Wellbeing
Ensuring the wellbeing needs of our students remains a high priority and is vital to developing positive student/teacher relationships
which enhance student learning. Our parent and student satisfaction levels are above state averages and illustrate the productive
‘climate’ of the College.
The Parent Satisfaction Summary, derived from the Parent Opinion survey, places the College at about level 6 (on a 7-point scale)
and is above the median for all Victorian government secondary schools.
A significant level of support is provided to students at risk of disengaging with their education. Early intervention strategies such as
internal referrals, advocacy support, tutoring and access to external agencies through case workers are a strong part of the College
culture.
In 2016 to support the wellbeing needs of students and to ensure they were able to complete their academic studies, nearly $70,000
was spent to employ an additional Welfare Officer and to outsource difficult wellbeing and psychological services to external providers.
This was necessary as the College had previously lost its funding under the Chaplaincy program changes. A 0.8 social worker is
partially funded through school fund raising activities such as the Debutante Ball and from the parents’ voluntary contributions. The
Nirodah Trust provides an onsite psychologist one day per week, again partially funded from school contributions and paid for via GP
referrals subsidized by Medicare and other providers. The College has ongoing connections with Family First and has signed up to the
Safe Schools Coalition program. In 2017 we will join the Whitehorse School Wellbeing Project and be a partner school in the DET
Respectful Relationship program.
The College has also resourced wellbeing support for all students through a dedicated Leading Teacher (Director of Wellbeing and
Advocacy) who oversees our Advocacy program. The College and the Student Engagement and Wellbeing team explored a range of
Positive Psychology approaches used in other schools during 2015 and adopted a ‘Mind Matters’ program into the 2016 Advocacy
program.
The College Advocacy program is a significant factor in the Student Attitude to School Survey results showing levels of
Connectedness to School and Student Perceptions of Safety being above the state mean in 2016 and across the 2013-16 period.

For more detailed information regarding our school please visit our website at
www.bhssc.vic.edu.au
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Performance Summary
The Government School Performance Summary provides an overview of how this school is contributing to the objectives
of the Education State and how it compares to other Victorian government schools.
All schools work in partnership with their school community to improve outcomes for children and young people. Sharing
this information with parents and the wider school community will help to deliver community engagement in student
learning in the school, which is a state-wide priority of the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes.
Accessible data tables are available for all schools separately – please refer to 'AR_Appendix_Data_Tables' which can
be found on the School Performance Reporting website.

School Profile
Enrolment Profile
A total of 560 students were enrolled at this school in 2016, 211 female and 349 male.
There were 2% of EAL (English as an Additional Language) students and 1% ATSI (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) students.

Overall Socio-Economic Profile
Based on the school's Student Family Occupation and
Education index which takes into account parents' occupations
and Education.

Parent Satisfaction Summary
Average level of parent satisfaction with the school, as derived
from the annual Parent Opinion survey. The score is reported
on a scale of 1 to 7, where 7 is the highest possible score.

School Staff Survey
Measures the percent endorsement by staff on School Climate
derived from the annual School Staff Survey. The percent
endorsement indicates the percent of positive responses
(agree or strongly agree) on School Climate from staff at the
school.
Data are suppressed for schools with fewer than three
respondents to the survey for confidentiality reasons.
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(Primary Year Levels)

Achievement

Performance Summary

Student Outcomes

Teacher judgment of student achievement
Percentage of students in Years Prep to 6
working at or above age expected
standards in:




English
Mathematics

For further details refer to How to read the
Performance Summary.
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(Primary Year Levels)

Achievement

Performance Summary

Student Outcomes
No Data Available

NAPLAN Year 3
The percentage of students in the top 3
bands of testing in NAPLAN at Year 3.

No Data Available

Year 3 assessments are reported on a
scale from Bands 1 - 6.

No Data Available

No Data Available

NAPLAN Year 5
The percentage of students in the top 3
bands of testing in NAPLAN at Year 5.
Year 5 assessments are reported on a
scale from Bands 3 - 8.
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(Primary Year Levels)

Achievement

Performance Summary

Student Outcomes

School Comparison

NAPLAN Learning Gain
Year 3 - Year 5
Learning gain of students from Year 3 to
Year 5 in the following domains; Reading,
Numeracy, Writing, Spelling and
Grammar and Punctuation.
NAPLAN Learning Gain does not
require a School Comparison.

NAPLAN learning gain is determined by
comparing a student's current year result
to the results of all ‘similar’ Victorian
students (i.e. students in all sectors in the
same year level who had the same score
two years prior). If the current year result
is in the top 25%, their gain level is
categorised as ‘High’, middle 50%, is
‘Medium’ and bottom 25%, is ‘Low’.
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(Primary Year Levels)

Engagement

Performance Summary

Student Outcomes

School Comparison

Average Number of Student Absence Days
Average days absent per full time
equivalent (FTE) student per year.
Common reasons for non-attendance
include illness and extended family
holidays.
Absence from school can impact on
students’ learning. A school comparison
rating of ‘lower’ indicates that the absence
rate in this school is greater than what we
would estimate, given the background
characteristics of their students.
Average 2016 attendance rate by year
level:

Low absences <------> high absences

Low absences <------> high absences
Prep

Yr1

Yr2

Yr3

Yr4

Yr5

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

95 % 90 %
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(Primary Year Levels)

Wellbeing

Performance Summary

Student Outcomes

Students Attitudes to School Connectedness to School
Measures the Connectedness to School
factor derived from the Attitudes to School
survey completed annually by Victorian
government school students in Years 5 to
12. The school's average score is
reported here on a scale of 1 to 5, where
5 is the highest possible score.

Students Attitudes to School Student Perceptions of Safety
Measures the Student Perceptions of
Safety factor derived from the Attitudes to
School survey completed annually by
Victorian government school students in
Years 5 to 12. The school's average
score is reported here on a scale of 1 to
5, where 5 is the highest possible score.

10

School Comparison

Box Hill Senior Secondary College

(Secondary Year Levels)

Achievement

Performance Summary

Student Outcomes

Teacher judgment of student
achievement
Percentage of students in Years 7 to 10
working at or above age expected
standards in:




English
Mathematics

For further details refer to How to read the
Performance Summary.
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(Secondary Year Levels)

Achievement

Performance Summary

Student Outcomes

School Comparison

NAPLAN Year 7
The percentage of students in the top 3
bands of testing in NAPLAN at Year 7.
Year 7 assessments are reported on a
scale from Bands 4-9.

Being the first year of secondary school,
Year 7 NAPLAN is not used for the School
Comparison.

NAPLAN Year 9
The percentage of students in the top 3
bands of testing in NAPLAN at Year 9.
Year 9 assessments are reported on a
scale from Bands 5-10.
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(Secondary Year Levels)

Achievement

Performance Summary

Student Outcomes

School Comparison

NAPLAN Learning Gain
Year 5 - Year 7

Learning gain of students from Year 5 to
Year 7 in the following domains; Reading,
Numeracy, Writing, Spelling & Grammar
and Punctuation.

NAPLAN Learning Gain does not
require a School Comparison.

NAPLAN learning gain is determined by
comparing a student's current year result
to the results of all ‘similar’ Victorian
students (i.e. students in all sectors in the
same year level who had the same score
two years prior). If the current year result
is in the top 25%, their gain level is
categorised as ‘High’, middle 50%, is
‘Medium’ and bottom 25%, is ‘Low’.

NAPLAN Learning Gain
Year 7 - Year 9

Learning gain of students from Year 7 to
Year 9 in the following domains; Reading,
Numeracy, Writing, Spelling & Grammar
and Punctuation.

NAPLAN Learning Gain does not
require a School Comparison.

NAPLAN learning gain is determined by
comparing a student's current year result
to the results of all ‘similar’ Victorian
students (i.e. students in all sectors in the
same year level who had the same score
two years prior). If the current year result
is in the top 25%, their gain level is
categorised as ‘High’, middle 50%, is
‘Medium’ and bottom 25%, is ‘Low’.

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
Mean study score from all VCE subjects
undertaken by students at this school.
This includes all Unit 3 and 4 studies
(including those completed in Year 11)
and any VCE VET studies awarded a
study score. The maximum student study
score is 50 and the state-wide mean
(including government and nongovernment schools) is set at 30.
Students in 2016 who satisfactorily completed their VCE: 98%
Year 12 students in 2016 undertaking at least one Vocational Education and Training (VET) unit of competence: 34%
VET units of competence satisfactorily completed in 2016: 87%
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) credits satisfactorily completed in 2016: 87%
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(Secondary Year Levels)

Engagement

Performance Summary

Student Outcomes

School Comparison

Average Number of Student Absence
Days
Average days absent per full time
equivalent (FTE) student per year.
Common reasons for non-attendance
include illness and extended family
holidays.
Absence from school can impact on
students’ learning. A school comparison
rating of ‘lower’ indicates that the absence
rate in this school is greater than what we
would estimate, given the background
characteristics of their students.
Average 2016 attendance rate by year
level:

Low absences <------> high absences

Low absences <------> high absences

Yr7

Yr8

Yr9

Yr10

Yr11

Yr12

93 %

92 %

89 %

94 %

92 %

92 %

Student Retention
Percentage of Year 7 students who
remain at the school through to Year 10.

Students exiting to further studies and
full-time employment
Percentage of students from Years 10 to
12 going on to further studies or full-time
employment.

Note: This measure uses data from the
previous year.
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(Secondary Year Levels)

Wellbeing

Performance Summary

Student Outcomes

Students Attitudes to School Connectedness to School
Measures the Connectedness to School
factor derived from the Attitudes to School
survey completed annually by Victorian
government school students in Years 5 to
12. The school's average score is
reported here on a scale of 1 to 5, where
5 is the highest possible score.

Students Attitudes to School Student Perceptions of Safety
Measures the Student Perceptions of
Safety factor derived from the Attitudes to
School survey completed annually by
Victorian government school students in
Years 5 to 12. The school's average
score is reported here on a scale of 1 to
5, where 5 is the highest possible score.
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How to read the Performance Summary
What are student outcomes?

What is a School Comparison?

Student outcomes show the achievements of students in this
school in English and Mathematics. They also show results in
national literacy and numeracy tests and, for secondary colleges,
the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) examinations. They
provide important information about student attendance and
engagement at school.

The School comparison is a way of comparing school
performance that takes into account the different student intake
characteristics of each school.
A School comparison takes into account the school’s academic
intake, the socio-economic background of students, the number of
Aboriginal students, the number of non-English speaking and
refugee students, the number of students with a disability, and the
size and location of the school.

For secondary, P-12 and specialist schools, the Performance
Summary also provides information about how many students at
this school go on to further studies or full-time work after leaving
school.

The School comparison measures show that most schools are
doing well and are achieving results that are ‘similar’ to what we
would estimate given the background characteristics of their
students. Some schools are doing exceptionally well with the
students they have, and have ‘higher’ performance. Some
schools have ‘lower’ performance after taking into account their
students’ characteristics – these schools will receive targeted
support to ensure that there is improvement.

You can see these results for the latest year, as well as the
average of the last four years (where available).

The Performance Summary also allows you to compare student
outcomes for students at this school with the outcomes of
students in all other Victorian government schools.

Additionally, NAPLAN learning gain charts are provided for each
of the NAPLAN domains. These compare a student's current
year NAPLAN result to the results of all ‘similar’ Victorian students
(i.e. students in all sectors in the same year level who had the
same NAPLAN score two years prior).

Looking at both the student outcomes and school
comparisons provides important information about what
a school is doing well and the areas that require further
improvement.

If the current year result is in the top 25% their gain level is
More information on school comparison performance
categorised as ‘High’, the middle 50% is categorised as ‘Medium’ measures can be found at:
and the bottom 25% is categorised as ‘Low’.
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/manage
ment/pages/performreports.aspx
What is the meaning of ‘Data not available’?
For some schools, there are too few students to provide
data. For other schools, there are no students at some
levels, so school comparisons are not possible. Newly
opened schools have only the latest year of data and no
What are the changes in student achievement?
averages from previous years. The Department also
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 has been developed to ensure that recognises the unique circumstances of Specialist, Select Entry,
curriculum content and achievement standards enable continuous English Language and Community Schools where
learning for all students, including, students with disabilities.
school comparisons are not appropriate.
The objectives of the Victorian Curriculum are the same for all
students. The curriculum offers flexibility for teachers to tailor their
teaching in ways that provide rigorous, relevant and engaging
What is this school doing to improve?
learning and assessment opportunities for students with
disabilities.
All schools have a plan to improve outcomes for their
The ‘Towards Foundation Level Victorian Curriculum’ is integrated students. The ‘About Our School’ statement provides a
summary of this school’s improvement plan.
directly into the curriculum and is referred to as ‘Levels A to D’.
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